Guston Parish Council

16 June 2022
Dear All,
I hope you are all well and have been enjoying the lovely sunny weather that we have today.  

I wanted to write to update you further on where we are with the HMRC/Department for Transport -IBF.  
Inland Border Facility
We have today received an urgent update on this project from Ken Fagan, Senior Project Manager in charge of the delivery programme, boarders & trade: strategic planning, customer & infrastructure.  His comments are below:

Following the end of staged customs controls in January 2022, IBF demand has been much lower than expected, and trade is flowing well into and out of GB utilising the services we and commercial operators offer. This has been achieved through the effective operation of our existing IBFs and the successful adoption of new processes from working with the wider haulier community.
 
The revised forecasting suggests a reduction in demand which has resulted in an opportunity to review the current size of our network. The decision has therefore been made to cease construction of the Dover IBF. Sevington will remain as the main border facility in Kent with some additional support from Dover Western Docks, Stop 24 and Ebbsfleet for the remainder of 2022.
 
There will be some further activity on the site as we shut down the initial work. The site will be transferred back to DfT where it’s future will be reviewed and agreed. Any future proposal would be subject to public engagement and would require a formal planning submission either to the local planning authority or the Secretary of State for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities (DLUHC) as appropriate.
Best wishes

Tracey Creed BEM

Chair -Guston Parish Council
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